Daheshist Ideology

Turn of events and Spiritud causality according to Daheshist concepts.

Excessive deviance by the Church of Rome brought aboutthe great Divinewrath.
Excerpts taken from an article published in Dahesh Voice magazine Vol. 12,No. 3,
2006-2007.

By: Dr. Ghazi Brax

| have showed previoudy the consequences of the Divine disobedience (committed by
Adam and Eve) manifested in the turn of events that acted on their descendants, the
descendants of Noah, and all subsequent Prophesleading up to the destruction of
Jerusalem and thefall of the Hebrew culture beginning in the 7" century before Christ.
Divine Guidance did notdisappear from Earth, rather its Sayyas tranderred in paale
pahsduring the same century to India, China and Greece. Divine Guidance manifested
itself in Indiathroughwise men tha produced the QJpanishad,Oand then the
MBhagavadgita OThen it appeared again in theteachingsof Mahaviraand Buddha
however, the Brahmansfouglt againg theteachingsof Buddhabecause they called for
the abolishment of the Caste System. In China, Lao-tzu and Confudus two great
Spiritud Guides appeared and ther teachingswere accepted by the millionsdespite fierce
resistance. Likewise, in Greece many wise men and guides appeared, where Pythagoras
and Socrates were the mog prominent. Pythagoras was persecuted and Socrates was
sentenced to death and since then the golden era of Greece was los. However, the
teachingsof Socrates were immortalized throughthewritingsof Plato, his disciple, and
thar influenceisfelt even to thisday. Four hunded years later, Lord Christ appeared in
Palestine and was persecuted by the Jews. The consequences of his persecution resulted
in thar Diaspora, the destruction of their county, and theinitial spread of Christianity
and its Spiritud valuesin the Roman world. However, ChristiansN organizationsand
bdieversN had deviated from the teachingsof their Master and instead, they were lured
by mundanevalues and desires tha brough aboutsuppression of freedoms.

Arianism, whose followers bdieved in the oneness of God, could have become the great
church known as the QRoman Catholic Church.ODespite its oppostion for over hdf a
century to theconaept of Trinity and ailmog succeeded, however, Spiritud causes must
yield a certain outcome as mandaed by the DivineWill and as aresult, Arianism failed.
The Christians of Rome who followed the path of CongantineN in harmonizing religion
with mundaneliving by adheing to the deviant prindples of the Coundl of NiceaN were
excessivein ther deviation from the Spiritud vaues of Christ and mog of them were
lured by thetemptationsof the world and merited to harvest wha they had sown. In this
fashion, the Spiritud forces of civilization abandaned the Christian world at atime when
the Christiansabandonel the teachingsof the Lord of Glory. During this abandonment
period that lasted abouttwelve centuries beginning from the 4™ century, Christian sects
would divide Christianity throughturmoil and uprising and seriousreligiousquarels and
fightswould ensuein avery ugy way. Thepopes were gradudly trandorming thar
Spiritud authority to amundanepolitical authority.



The military-political papacy

Thekingdomof Christ is Spiritua and absolutely not political. Jesusaffirmed thistruth
when he stood before Pilate Pontius the Roman procurator tha presided over histrial,
and said: My kingdomdoes not bdongto this world; if my kingdombeonge to this
world, my followers would fight to keep me frombeing handed over to the Jewish
authorities. No, my kingdomdoes notbd ong here! O(John 18:36) In another situationthe
Pharisees asked him: GXell us then, wha do youthink?Isit againg our Law to pay
taxes to the Roman Emperor, or not?OJesus, however, was aware of ther evil plan, and
so0 hesaid, Or ou hypoaitesl Why are you trying to trap me? Show me the coin for paying
thetax! OThey broughthim the coin, and he asked them, QVhos face and name are
these?OOrhe Emperor®,Othey answered. So Jesussaid to them, QVell, then, pay to the
Emperor wha bdongsto the Emperor, and pay to God what be ongsto God.G)(Matthew
22:17-22) In saying so, Jesus made a clear separation between religiousauthority and
mundane laws, yet throughtheturn of events, the attitudeof the Roman Church was the
exact opposte. In theyear AD 554 the Emperor Justinian | acknowledged thetempaoral
(political) papd authornity that soontrandormed the Spiritud kingdomof Christ to an
earthly kingdom where the popeappeared to people more like a political leader than a
Spiritud shephed. At the beginning of the 7" century, popeGregory | (AD 590-604) had
placed thefounddionfor a pgod state with vast landsand people to rule over spiritudly
and politically.

Theworldly pgpd greed was unboundandin AD 756, popeStephen | (AD 752-757)
expandeal the geographical size of the pgpd naionand solidified its find political
structure. With time, thedeviation of thereligiouspolitical state had increased and so did
ther meddling in European and internaiond affairs and gradudly replacing the statusthe
Roman Empire hdd on theinternationd stage In AD 849,popeLeo IV (AD 847-855
had congructed a significant fleet in order to use it in fighting his enemies. In this
manne’, they reversed theteachingsof Lord Christ when he said: (Happy are those who
work for peace; God will call them his childrent O(Matthew 5:9) And OY ou have heard
tha it was said, Q. oveyour friends hate your enemies.OBut now| tell you: loveyour
enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so tha you may become the sonsof your
Father in heaven.O(Matthew 5:43-45) They also madealliances with feudd lords, plotted
congiracies, and indted uprisingsand turmoil within Christian naions They did not pay
any consderation to virtue or wisdomin selecting appointees, such as the case with pope
JohnXl11 (AD 955963), who was appointed popewhen hewas 16 years of age induged
in worldly temptations preoccupied himself with politics, ingigated turmoil, and
declared wars. Likewise, popeBenddict I X (AD 1032-1046)became popeat 15 years of
age theson of Alberic 111, Countof Tusculum, and the ngphen of PopeBenedict VIl
(AD 1012P1024)and exhibited a condud similar to that of John XII.

PopeUrban Il (AD 10881099)interfered in the affairs of Span, France, and Engand
throughthe creation of aliances or feudswith ther respective kings He orchestrated the
Crusades unde the guise of religiousfaith and theliberation of the Holy Land, while
historically, thetruereasonsbehind the Crusades were greed in thefortunes and
propeties of others and thefighting agang, notony the Mudims, butaso the Jews and



Christianswho are not European Catholics. Paul Johnnin his famousbodk (History of
Christianity,Osays. Or'he Crusaders learned from the beginning to hate the Byzantines as
much asthey hae theMudims. In AD 1204they attacked Congantinople and occupied it
Gor the sake of God, the Popeand the Empire.OThey tore the paintingshangingin the
Aya Sofia Cathedral and destroyed theiconic barrier [tha separates thealtar from the
church hdl] piece by piece and placed it in ther pockets; they placed a wanton woman in
the office of thearchbishop singing lewd songs they trampled oniconsand Holy Books
they raped thenuns and drank thewine prepared for the administration of the Eucharist
at theatar.O

PopeGregory | X (AD 12271241)forced King Frederick to laundh anew Crusade and
excommunicated him because Frederick did notimmediately obey his order. He then
reversed the excommunication onae Frederick returned to him thelandshe conqueed,
butlater on excommunicated him anew. According to Paul Johnsn: On AD 1365 the
last of the Crusades was launched with nogod in mind other than tha of ransacking
Alexandria, acity of mgjority Christian popultion. So they killed many Christians some
Jews, and many Mudims. They even ransacked the homes and stores of Latin traders.O
Also, popeSixtusV (AD 15851590)granted letters of indulgence for nineyears to any
French citizen whorevolts agang King Henry IV despite the protestant awakening
agang theletters of indulgence. He also pad annual large sums of money fromthe
church treasury to king Philip Il of Span so that he would hdp himin hiswars agans
England. In thismanne, they ignited wars and committed massacres by covering thar
own persond, political, and economc interests with a mask.

Homicidal popes and their disgraceful conduct

Lord Christ was thelord of Spiritud Glory and not of themundane Money did nottempt
him; thethroneof earth did not attract him; and desires of the bodydid notallure him. In
hislife, hewas modest, celibate, and ascetic. From his commandments we find: Do not
store up riches for yourselves here on earth, where mothsand rus destroy, and robbe's
break in and steal. Ingead, store upriches for yourselvesin heaven, where mothsand rust
cannotdestroy, and robbes cannotbreak in and steal. For your heart will always be
where your riches are.O(Matthew 6:19-21) And No onecan serve two masters; for
either hewill hae thefirst andlovethe second, or hewill be devoted to thefirst and
despise the second Y ou cannotserve God and money.O(Matthew 6:24)

Thecondud of many of thepopes alongwith ther clergy assistants was scandalousand
disgraceful. Many resorted to murder in order to secure church postionsthat can be used
to fulfill thar desirefor power, prestige, and wealth. They would commit horrible
oppressions and shameful actsin the name of Christ. We mention here as an example
popeStephen VII (AD 896-897), who ordered thebody of his enemy popeFormosus (AD
891-896)to be exhumed; placed it ontrial in whét is called a @orpse assembly;Ocut out
some finga's fromthe corpse as retribution; and then ordered the dispostion of the corpse
in apublic cemetery for foreignas, where the frightened public picked up the corpse and
thrown it into the Tiber river on Januay 897.Thesuppoters of Formosusarrested
Stephen VI, placed himinjail, and strangled him. Leo V (AD 903) became popefor 2



monthsand then was arrested by a priest called Christophe who jailed him and became
popein his place (AD 903-904). Conaurrently, thesuppoters of Stephen VII elected
Sergiuslll (AD 904911)as an opposng pope Sergiuslll arrested Christophe and
ordered his killing alongwith Leo V, Christophe@ victim, in the same prison.

Throughoutthis entire era, Theodorg, thewife of Theophylactus theleader of the Roman
aristoaracy, adongwith her two wanton daughters, Theodora and Maroza, were
controlling theindividuds occupying the pgpd throne Of those unlucky popes were John
X (AD 914928 and Stephen V111 (AD 929-931)who were jailed and then ordered by
Theodorato bekilled dueto aquarel between her and them. Uponthe death of Stephen
VI, sheplaced her son, John XI (AD 931-936) as pope When Theophylactusdied, she
tried to place her new lover Hughas emperor, assisted by her popeson. Theodoa® other
son Alberic Il revolted agang his mother and placed her in jail alongwith his brother
John X1 andthen killed them both. PopeBoniface VIl (AD 984-985)took over the
papecy after he had popeJdohn X1V (AD 983-984) arrested and starved him to deeth.
However, Boniface VIl was soonarrested, jailed, killed, and his body dragged in the
streets of Rome.

During the pgpacy of SixtuslV (AD 14711484)the Roman Church trandormed into a
horrible materialistic establishment run by cardinds related to the popeand ther only
preoccupéion was the plotting of coniracies, ingigaing wars, occupéaion of citiesand
territoriesin order to increase thar holdings and wasting church money on persond
purposs. The popd3 nephaw, cardind Pierre Riario died from exhaugtion dueto
excessive sexud indulgence and the condud of his brother, Rafagl Riaro, was worse. The
pope so tha hecan continueto cover the extravagant expenses of hisfamily, raised the
price onthesin indulgence bondsand thefees for church postions Thesuffering of the
people form the corruption and the oppression of the pgpd state is reflected in the
writingsof Stefano Infessura, the secretary of theRoman Senae and contemporaneousto
Sixtus|V, when he said: OVhen he[Sixtus|V] died, it was a happy day, where God
Almighty manifested his power to rescuethe Christian people from thewrongdongsof
this corrupt and oppressive ruler who had nofear of God in his heart and devoid of any
notion to care for the Christians and possessed no mercy or love Hewas adaveto his
promiscuity, greed, lavish spending, and lowly desires.O

Popelnno@nt VIl (AD 1484 1492)fathered two sonsbom out of wedlock and bestowed
the cardindship on his nephew, whois also born out of wedlodk. Innoent VIl cared
only for his self-interest and thefinandal interest of hisfamily and the Vatican drowned
into a sea of progitution and decadence. He prodaimed tha anyonewhokills a heretic
will inheit the propeaty of thedeceased and will also receive an abslution from sins
Theclergy andtherulers aided him in his oppression.

Rodrigo Borgia who became PopeAlexande VI (AD 14921503 continued the
decadence of his predecessor as well as the depletion of the church treasury in order to
cove the entertainment expenses incurred by hisfamily. He congired agang othersand
annexed territories and assigned them to his sons He also bumed alive the Dominican
monk Savonaola (AD 14521498)because hewas truthful in calling people to repent and



stay away fromalife of decadence that was excessive in the pgpd family and church
authornty. Alongwith Savonaola hebumt aive the two Dominican monksSylvester and
Domenico.

PopeJdulius!l (AD 15031513) aso known as Qhe horrible,Owhose preoccupéion was
with wars; and popeLeo X (AD 15131521), who sold more of thefictitioussin
absolution bonds both deceived the nasve people and collected from them millionsin
currency in order to build for themselves lavish tombs decorate their pdaces and
churches, andto pay for thar entertainment.

The infernal Inquisition

From the sayingsof Jesus Christ: But | say to youtha if you are angry with abrother or
sister, you will beliable to judgnent; and if youinsult a brother or asister, youwill be
liable to the coundl; and if you say, Qoufool,Oyou will beliable to the hdl of fire. O
(Matthew 5: 22) And Do notjudgeothers, so that God will notjudgeyouEO (Matthew
7:1) Nondhdess, the popes of themidd e ages had setup the Inquisition tha had nothing
in common with legd inquisitionsexcept for the name and was used by them, the
terrorist bishopsand clergy, and thar suppoters of political authority asingrumentsto
ge rid of thar religiousand political foes who would disagree with them in interpreting
theHoly Book andto take over thar propeties. Initially, these inquisitions were setup
after the Coundl of Nicea (AD 325)to go after the thereticsOwho deviated fromthe
Roman Catholic dogna. However, it was modified to indude the Jews and Mudimsin
Spain, those accused of practicing OnagicO(alleged); and thethinkers and pditicians
congdered to befoesin every region unde the papal influence.

Asto the proceedingsemployed by theinquisitions, they were harrible tragedies and a
great farce. Thelnquisitor bishopor thelocal official had absolute power to accuse
people. He would accept thetestimony of criminds (thieves, killers, perjurersEe tc.) and
even s0, the accused was not allowed to face his accusers or to knowther names. In
additionto this, lawyers, in general, were forbidden from assisting the accused. The
accused were subjected to the harshest kindsof torture in order to admit ther guilt and
when they do, they were nat spared. Some of thetorture methodsused were: excessive
lashing; pressing down onthearms and legsuntl thebones are crushed; lifting the
accused with a crane and then releasing them to crash; searing the accused with buming
cod...etc.; aswell asforced fasting, deep deprivation, and congantly be shackled and for
periodstha may extendto severa years.

Asto the sentendng, it was either burning theaccused aive or lifein prisonN provided
tha the accused doesn®die from torture. All of his propeties would be confiscated and
his family would be deprived from any part of it. What they called Qhe Holy Office,O
used to exhume corpses of individuds accused of heresy tha died before standing trial by
an Inquisitor, would anchor the bodywith nals and would be dragged in the streets
before bumingit.



In the beginning of the 7" century, the Catholic Authorities laundhed thereal persecutions
of Christianswho refused to overlook the scandds and improprieties taking place ingde
papd pdaces alongwith those who refused to abide by thereigiousand political orders
of the papacy. However the harrible Inquisition emerged in thelate 12" century. In the
Coundl of Latran (AD 1179, popeAlexande |11 decreed that (hereticsOmus be qudled
by the use of force, confiscating ther propeties, and endaving them. On November 4™,
1184,PopeLuduslll enacted a conditution in the Coundl of Veronatha laid the
founddion for thediocesan Inquisition. The pgpd authorities also employed many
organizationsmade up of priestsin monastic ordersto assist in ther effort to indude
Dominican and Frand scan.

In the 12" and 13" centuries, many groupsemerged in several regionsof Europewith the
bdief tha thematerial world is evil and that man mug free himself from the condrains of
materialism in orde to regan hisgoodnaure and to reunite with God. They had noticed
tha the Roman Church had deviated from thegods of Christ, so they became ascetic,
refrained from sexud intercourse, organized themselves, and setup ther own episcopédes.
The Cathai were themost prominent and were theearly victims of the Onquisition,O
where in the period of AD 12331278 thousindswere bumed or buried alive in EuropeN
especialy in France, Italy, and Germany. The horrible massacres continued and the worst
onetook place in France during thereign of king PhilippeLe Bel, when helined upon
Augusg 24,1307 members of thesodety Q_es Chevaliers du TempleQin all French
territories and burned them alive after many of them died after beng tortured during
imprisonment. Likewise, during thereign of Franeois|, hekilled in AD 1545thousands
of Vaudois Christiansin the southern part of France. Nonehdess, the mog notorious
crimes of theInquisition took place in SpanN especialy during the era of the Dominican
Grand Inquisitor Torquamada who killed two thousand individuds within a period of 14
years (AD 1484 1498). The Catholic Inquisition continued to send pgpd foesto be
bumed aive untl the 19" century.

Thepapacy anditsinditutionsdid notonly persecute the general public, butalso
persecuted reformers, thinkers, and scientists, thereby reveaing itself to beagang every
political or sodal reform, intellectud liberation, or scientific advancement. Fromthe
scientists tha the pgpacy confronted were: Nicolaus Copenicus(AD 14731543, a
Polish astronomer who proved that the plangsrotate alongthear axis and aroundthe sun,
so the pgoacy declared histheory invdid and agang religioustruths Galileo Galilel (AD
15641642) an Italian scientist, mathematician, and astrononer, who was forced in his
70G@to kneal down in frontof a Catholic Inquisition and recant his corfirmation of the
Copenican theory in order to escape death by burning aive. He did wha they forced him
to do while saying CE pur s muoveO(but [earth] rotates despite of all this). He spent the
rest of hislife unde hous arrest.

Likewise, Giordano Bruno(AD 15481600, theltalian philosophe, was bumed alivein
AD 1600after being accused of heresy. Also LudlioVanini (aka Giulio Cesare, AD 1585
1619) another Italian philosophe was aso bumed alivein AD 1619after being accused
of so called sorcery and athesm. The pgpacy had initialy published in AD 15570ndex
Librorum ProhibitorumOmeaning Ondex of Prohibited BooksOThelist was expanded in



AD 1564.Then the Qvarning coundlOof the papacy abolished every booktha they
didn®like from AD 1571to 1917and then thetask was transferred to what is called the
(Holy Office.OThe number of victims of the Inquisition was astronornical. According to
the testimony of Juan Antonio Llorente, who was the general secretary of the GHoly
OfficeQin Madrid during the French Revolution (AD 17891791) the number of
individudskilled in Spain adonewas 350000and of those 31912were burned dive. As
to thewomen accused of witcharaft there were 300000 and out of those 200000were in
Germany.

Refutation of the papal claims of being successors to the Apostle Peter

After the Coundl of Nicea, the popes claimed beng successors to the Apogle Peter and
effectively bengthe successorsto Christ. They based ther claim onwha theLord of
Glory had told the Aposgle Peter: QAnd so | tell you, Peter (Gk Petros): you are arock
(Gk Petra, Fr Pierre), and onthisrock | will buld my church (i.e. assembly), and nat
even death will ever be able to overcomeit. | will give you the keys of the Kingdomof
heaven; wha you prohibit on earth will be prohibited in heaven, and what you permit on
earth will be permitted in heaven.O(Matthew 16:18-19) However, the Daheshist stance,
which is based on revelation, refutes this claim of succession and provides a special
meaning to the word QockOthat Lord Christ used and elaborating onit hereis beyondthe
scopeof this exposZ

First, Christ did not address Peter, the man, butrather addressed thelofty Sayyal in him.
The proof of this can befoundin the New Testament when Christ announed to his
Disciples tha hewill be persecuted and tortured: QPeter took him aside and began to
rebukehim. GBod forbid it, Lord! Ohe said. Orhat musgt never hgppen to you!OJdesus
turned aroundand said to Peter, GGet away from me, Satan! Y ou are an obdacle in my
way, because these thoughs of yours don® come from God, but from man.O(Matthew
16:22-23) Thehistorical fact confirmed this, for Peter denied knowing Christ three times.
Fromwhat thefounde of Daheshism had confirmed to me, had Peter been brave and
confirmed his knowedgeof Christ andtestified on his behdf, the course of thetrial
would have changed.

Asto theforgiveness of sins it is nottheoretical and can be confirmed througha
miraculoushealing of a sicknessN a consequence of past sinstha thesick individud had
committed in thislife or aprior lifeN agift that Christ did not restrict to the Apogle
Peter. According to Daheshist ideology, a L ofty Persondity of Christ appeared to the
Disciples after it had been crudfied, because death has no dominion over it. Ot was late
tha Sunda evening, and thedisciples were gathered togeher behind locked doors,
because they were afraid of the Jewish authorities. Then Jesus came and stood among
them. QPeace bewith you,Ohe said. After saying this, he showed them his handsand his
sde Thedisciples were filled with joy at seeing the Lord. Jesussaid to them agan,
(Peace bewith you. As the Father sent me, so | send you OThen he breathed on them and
said, GReceive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive people@ sins, they are forgiven; if you do
not forgive them, they are notforgiven.O(John 20:19-23) This affirms that the Holy Spirit
istheonecapable of forgiving sinsthroughmiracles of healing, jug as Christ did and not



throughpopes, priests, or any other man. Despite this, no stories were told tha any oneof
them performed a single miracle except for Peter, who was given by Christ a Spiritud
powerN tha Daheshists know its essenceN and the Apodle Paul who was secretly
accompanied by Jesus who would perform themiracles and the people would attribute
them to Paul.

Second, on another occasion mentionad previoudy, Christ addressed his disciples saying:
Of anyonewants to come with me, hemust forget himself, carry his cross, and follow
me. For whoever wants to save hisown life will lose it; butwhoever loses his life for my
sake will findit. Will aperson gan anythingif hewinsthewhole world butloses his
life?O(Matthew 16:24-26) If we examinethe conduct of popes during themiddle ages,
we would find mog of them to bein exact contradiction to wha Christ wanted, for they
plotted agang each other, committed crimes, indigated wars, and immersed themselves
inindulgencesin orde to gain theworld and its temptationsand to amass fortunes. Wha
kind of humility and self-abnegation can befoundin such conduad?

Third, how could the popes claim theright to be successors to the Apogle Peter when he
did not claim therightto preside over the Christian assemblies or legidature and he did
not assign a successor? The Apogle Paul remained indgpendent in his condud andin
spreading Christian teachingsand the establishment of churches (assemblies) in Rome
and other areas. In his Epistle to the Galatians Paul publicly rebuked Peter for limiting
the preaching of the gogd to the Jews withoutextending it to the RomansN as Paul did.
(Galatians 2:11-14) Mog Christian historians agree on this issuelN even the Catholic
ones.

Fourth, during thefirst three centuries, there wasn®a single clergy recognized to bethe
sole head of the church, for there was some sort of an autonony during thefirst two
centuries and in thethird century, a power struggle arose. Asto how and why the Church
of Rome and then the Church of Condantinople (after it had become the capital of the
Roman Empire) controlled all other churches, thereasonsare mogly political, aswell as
dueto thenumerousmartyrstha died in the capital of the empire.

The horrific Divine retribution

After the Counal of Nicea, the popes declared themselves successors notonly to the
Apodle Peter, butalso to Lord Christ himself and to God Almighty. With the passing of
years, they had dreamt of intermixing religiousand political authorities, thusbringing the
great Roman Empire unde thar control. However, they did not anticipae ahorrific
retributionto bein their fateN that they had forged with their mundane condud and
bodiy desires. In AD 395, Theodosusdied after he had declared Christian Catholicism to
betheofficia religion of the county in AD 380and prohibited and qudled all others. In
doing o, thepolitical, moral, andreligiousdeviant version of Chrigtianity triumphed and
as aresult, Rome became a prime target for invasion and destruction. God punished
Rome by turning on her the barbarians who had conveted to the Arianism version of
Christianity that calls for the oneness of God. In AD 410,thewestern Gothsoccupied
Rome. They would not have entered Rome had Rome not merited DivineretributonN a



nation tha was setup to fall to invaders dueto: themoral weakness of its rulers and
people; frail econony; policies of disarray; and desperation tha infiltrated into the
psycheof itsinhabitants. Many waves of barbarian invaders followed the Gothsand
occupied many of thecities unde Roman control in the east and west. Thefiercest
incurson was tha of the Hunin themiddle of thefifth century unde theleadership of
Attila, aka Qhewrath of God.O

After thedeath of Theodosus the Roman Empire was reduced to the eastern part known
asthe Byzantine Empire. Soonafter, Byzantium followed the path of Romein religious
subdivisionsand mora corruption, however, its demise was slower, for the Will of God
decreed its gradud demise and to cutoff its partslittle by little. Then thesecond Divine
blow took place two years after the desth of the Arab Prophdé [Muhammad] when the
Islamic Arab armies marched north to occupy alarge portion of the Byzantine Empire in
AD 638N to indudeSyriaandits city, Damascus and Palestineand its city, Jerusalem. In
AD 642,they occupied Persia, invaded Egypt and occupied Alexandria, where the Coptic
Christiansforged an aliance with the Arabsagang the Greek Catholic Church. In AD
647,they advanced alongthe Mediterranean coast to Libyg in AD 649to Cyprusand so
onE In thisfashion, the Byzantine Empire, with its church authority had log all of its
cities alongthe Mediterranean. However, thewaves of Arabic conquests did not stop
there, rathe they advanced to Armeniain AD 653and by AD 683they reached the
Atlantic Ocean in North Africa. In AD 711,they conqueed Span and established the
Moorish province in Cordobain AD 756 In addition to this, they conqueed many lands
in Asatha the Roman Empire duringits peak did not conque.

Divine Judice took its course and fiercely exacted retributonfromthe Byzantine
Christiansand thar religiousleaders because they had deviated from the teachingsof the
Lord of Glory, whomthey claimed to be his successors. They had deviated in thar
condud fromthe Spiritud values as well as adhaed to thenew added teachingstha
contradict the oneness of God. Jug as Divine Jugice permitted the Arian barbarians who
bdieved in the oneness of God, to control a significant portion of the Roman Empire, it
also allowed the Mudims, who also bdieved in theoneness of God, to control a
significant portion of the Byzantine Empire. Thenin AD 1054 the grest rift between the
two churches of the east and west took place as aresult of a disagreement over faith-
based matters and priesthoodpractices. Both churches excommunicated each other onthe
basis of deviance. Therift and infighting weakened the Christian ingitutions

After the Seljuks had threatened the Byzantines, the Crusades began. However, wha
have they accomplished? The second Crusade during the middle of the 12" century was
badly defeated, andin AD 1187 Saladin (Salah-ad-Din Y usuf ibn-Ayyub) eradicated
mog of the European armies at the batle of Hattin. On Octobe 2™ of the same year he
recaptured Jerusalem and many of the European stronghotls In thethird Crusade,
Richad I, king of England (aka Lionhert) could not retake Jerusalem and was forced to
signan armistice for 5 years with Saladin. During this armistice, pilgrims were allowed to
visit theHoly sites. In AD 1212 theyouth Crusadetook place after they were encouraged
by the popeto undetake such a crusade and they blindly followed himN an action that
led thousndsto thar death, and many more were missing in action or endaved. Thefifth



and seventh Crusades on Egyptfailed and the eighth Crusadeled by King L ouis of
France fromthe South of France who landed with his Army in Tunisia, where for undear
causes he, his son, and his army were plagued by deadly diseases.

Thedeadly black plaguespread throughoutEuropebeween AD 13471400and wiped
outaboutathird of the popubtion and did not spare kings ther families, or the clergy
and Europeturned into a group cemetery. Thenext, butnotthefind blow was the
Protestant Reformation movement.

Thefounde of Daheshism affirmed tha the Spiritud Truth iswithin God Himself and it
isimpossible for any man, no matter how elevated he/'she may be to comprehend this
Truth, so having monopoy over absolute truth is absurd. He also affirmed that religious
teachingsare given to people according to thear intellectud level, the naure of thar
environment, and for a specific time period and every bdiever in acertain religionis
judged according to theteachingsof higher religion. He stressed theimportance of free
will and abhored blind obadience. He declared tha anyonewho berays his mental
faculty is beraying his Maker because themindisasmall part of Him. He clarified tha
the practicing of Spiritud valuesistheessence of every religion, so theuse of terrorism
to comba any attack should berejected because the mean is an integral component of the
end, so if themean is corrupt, theend is corrupt as well. After 60 years, Charles Kimbadl,
professor of comparative religions explained thisin his famousbook OVhen Religion
Becomes Evil.O



